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Atmospheric environment and indoor environment:
An example of the coexistence of volcanic gas and
residents in Miyakejima
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Abstract

The volcanic island of Miyakejima erupted in June 2000 with the generation of large amounts of vol-
canic ash and volcanic gas. The entire island was evacuated by September of the same year, and the
evacuation order was lifted in February 2005. However, the concentration of sulfur dioxide exceeded
Japanese Environmental Standards, and villagers accepted the risk posed by volcanic gas. Based on
“symbiosis with the volcano,” it became a policy to allow residents to return to the island. In annual
health examinations, an increase in subjective symptoms due to sulfur dioxide exposure was observed,
but respiratory function tests showed no effects. (Jpn J Clin Ecol 28 : 5— 8, 2019)
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