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Abstract

The subject of this paper is to examine how economics can be applied to the social problems of “sec-
ondhand scents” and multiple chemical sensitivity (MCS). While secondhand scents are an example of
a negative externality in which the behaviors of those who use fragranced products such as fabric soft-
eners cause health problems for others, we should keep in mind that anyone can develop chemical sen-
sitivities. Freedom for the MCS patient ends where freedom for someone using the fragranced product
begins. Economics aims to pursue what is good for society, the common good. To this end, it is necessary
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to consider our well-being under the veil of ignorance. Economics does not encourage the pursuit of self-

interest but does promote actions based on empathy.

(Jpn J Clin Ecol 32 : 85—90, 2023)
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