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Abstract

Formaldehyde (IFA) is used for the preservation of cadavers for gross anatomy laboratories in most
medical and dental schools. Thus, most students and staff members are exposed to FA emitted from
the cadavers during dissection. As a basic survey for the improvement of the dissection environment,
we measured personal exposure levels as well as indoor FA concentrations. At the beginning, halfway
through, and at the end of the dissection course, the average indoor FA concentrations in passive
sampling were 0.43, 0.38 and 0.76 ppm, respectively. On the other hand, the average personal exposure
levels to FA were 0.92, 0.65 and 0.51 ppm, respectively in the same order. The reason why the indoor
FA concentrations was the highest at the end of the dissection course, could be because the amount of
FA emitted from the cadaver changed depending on the body parts dissected. Excluding the period at
the end of the dissection course, personal exposure levels were higher than the indoor FA concentra-
tions levels. Considering the health effect of FA on humans, we need not only to measure the indoor

FA concentrations, but also to measure the personal exposure levels.

(Jpn J Clin Ecol 14 : 112~118, 2005)
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