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Environmental chemicals enhance allergic diseases
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Abstract

Changes in environmental factors, rather than those in genetic factors, are thought to be responsi-
ble for the recent increase in allergic diseases. An increase in environmental chemicals can be involved
in the recent changes in the environment. We have reported that diesel exhaust particles (DEP) can
enhance allergic asthma. Organic chemicals in DEP predominantly enhance allergic inflammation.
Furthermore, di-(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) as a plasticizer also enhances allergic inflamma-
tion. Evaluation of the enhancing effects of environmental chemicals on allergic diseases should be
important for the remedy of allergic diseases.
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