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Abstract

A medical accident investigation system was launched on October 2015 in Japan. Under the system,
medical facilities have legal obligation to investigate fatal medical accidents in accordance with a third-
party organization. This new framework was established to determine causes of medical accidents and
to prevent recurrences of the similar cases. However, some of health care providers are worried that it
will lead to increase in the number of medical lawsuits and may criminalize medical accidents easily. In
this article, we discussed the ideal form of relationship between patients and health care providers from

the viewpoints of law, clinical ethics, and medical safety management.

(Jpn J Clin Ecol 25 : 1—8, 2016)
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