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Abstract

It is clear that children with less than 1.0 unaided vision continue to increase in Japan. It is believed that
the influence of electromagnetic waves emitted from television and organic phosphorus pesticides are
contributing factors. Therefore, we undertook a vision and body survey of children in the Republic of
Niger, West Africa, where it is believed and that the influence of such factors is minimal.

1) Children of Niger demonstrated a high proportion of defective vision contrary to expectations.
Notably, children of 6~9 years of age demonstrated a particularly high proportion of vision defectiveness.
Children of 6~7 years of age with 1.0 unaided vision is only 26.3%. Therefore, it is hypothesized that
vision development in Niger is not yet complete at 7 years of age.

2) At 19 years of age, physical development of height and weight was not yet complete in either men
or women. We expected body growth to extend for a long period of time in Niger, and this was
confirmed. We believe that the living environment which is producing such a relatively slow body

(Key words) unaided vision, child of the Third World, Niger, body development, environment

A ERRIZE9H6 H A ERk124E10A25H

BIRIEERSE S « AGAE

T158-8508 HHAABRRFERT-1-1 AREKEKYE LB FHFEER

Received: September 6, 2000 Accepted October 25, 2000

Reprint Requests to Kikue Sugimoto, Nippon Sport Science University, 7-1-1 Fukasawa, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 158-8508 Japan




82 Jpn J Clin Ecol (Vol.9 No.2 2000)

development is also having an effect on vision development.

3) In Niger, although vision development is relatively slow the influence of the environment is positive
with people 16 years of age and older demonstrating a high percentage of 1.0 unaided vision. Moreover,
once vision development is complete, few people develop weak vision, contrary to people in Japan.
Therefore, it is concluded that the environment of Niger is good for the function of the eye.
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