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Abstract

Percentage of poor visual acuity children in our country has been increasing since 1974.

To monitor characteristics of this phenomenon, by means of environmental methodology, poor visual acuity
distribution maps and visual acuity diagram were drawn.

Statistical data of poor visual acuity girls, in Tokyo area, in the 11-year age range were taken from the health
statistics charts from 1975 until 1995. Diagrams of visual acuity contain calculated ratio of poor visual acuity, to
which was classified into five stages, mean (m) and standard deviation ( ¢ ) of each year.

Based on the poor visual acuity distribution maps, parts of the wards close to Tokyo bay, West Tama District and,
Musashino Tama Ward municipal areas were identified to be the area of highest rate of poor visual acuity.

We consider that the insecticide of organic compound be common to the problem in these areas.

Objective evaluation of the norm of poor visual acuity in specific population could be one of the considered
effective method and may bring forth to the dominant cause of poor visual function in children.

(Jpn J Clin Ecol 6:91~96,1997)
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